EAST OR WEST - HOME IS BEST: Stary Oskol Welcomes You

One day you may find yourself alone. But you’ve got much free time and enough money. Don’t be of two minds! All you have to do is to come to Stary Oskol, one of the oldest Russian towns, founded in 1593 under Tsar Fyodor. Originally it was a fortress that had great strategic importance to protect against the attacks of the Tatar-Mongol Hords.

You’ll be able to learn the history of our town if you visit the Local Lore Museum.

If I were you I would start going sightseeing with the churches. There are seven of them now. All the churches and the cathedral are historic-architectural monuments.

Don’t waste your time! If you want to watch the modern life of Stary Oskol, then you’d better take a bus or a taxi and make a tour round the city. You’ll see the offices, shops and cafes in the north-eastern part of our city. You cannot but notice the cleanliness of its streets and squares.

The History of the City

The history of our town goes back to the 16th century. In 1571 a guard-post “Ustublinsky” was established at the Oskol and Ublya confluence, 4 miles from the current position of the city. In 1593 during the reign of Tsar Fyodor Ioanovich this guard-post was turned into a fortress to defend the southern borders of the Moscow State against different enemies. So the year of 1593 is now considered as the date of the city’s foundation which originally had been called Oskol.

The fortress was of great strategic importance as it repulsed the attacks of the Tatar and Mongol Hordes. The site for it was chosen on the right bank of the Oskol River. The central part of the fortress was the Kremlin with its 20 towers. The people of the settlement were occupied with fishing and hunting.

In 1665 the city of Tzarev-Alekseyev was renamed Novy Oskol, so that the original Oskol got its modern name Stary Oskol. It had been repeatedly destroyed by tatars (1625, 1642, 1677) and suffered from devastating fires (1917, 1929) but each time it was reconstructed.

The city insignia was established in 1780: Kursk insignia in the upper part of the shield; the lower part being divided into a red field with a rifle and a green field with a golden plough, as the citizens were ancient warriors practicing ploughing in spare time.

Industry was developing rapidly: there was a foundry and a tan​nery, a soap factory and brewery, tobacco and beer plants. The main occupations of people who lived there were agriculture and trade. There were different settlements, such as Kazatskaya, Streletskaya, Pushkarskaya, Lamskaya, Ezdotskaya, Yamskaya and others around Stary Oskol.

In the middle of the 19th century Stary Oskol became a big trade town centre.

There was a bank, two hospitals, about 200 shops, several small factories and churches.

In 1896 a railroad to Moscow was built. In 1897 our town was con​nected with Kharkov and Kursk by railway. In 1909 it had women's, clerical, urban and rural colleges. The most common items of trade were grain and cattle.

There were eleven churches in the surroundings, Bogoyavlensky Cathedral being the largest. Soviet power was established in Stary Oskol in December 1917. In the period of September-November  of 1919 it was occupied by the White Guard troops of General Denikin. Before and during World War II Stary Oskol belonged to the Kursk region.

During the Great Patriotic War Stary Oskol was attacked by fascists from July 2, 1942 to February 5, 1943. The invaders brought destruction, suffering, death and enslavement to the occupied land.

On February 5, 1943 Stary Oskol was liberated by the Red Army Divisions of the Voronezh and Stepnoy Fronts. In summer 1943 a great battle was fought at Prokhorovka not far from Belgorod. More than 4 million men, over 69,000 guns, 13,000 tanks, 12,000 aircraft took part in the fighting which lasted 50 days and nights (July 5 – August 23, 1943). At Prokhorovka the fascists lost 400 tanks and over 10,000 soldiers and officers.

The victory in the Battle of Kursk Bulge was of great importance as it completed a turning point (after the Stalingrad Battle) in both the Great Patriotic War and World War II. Prokhorovka doesn’t belong to Starooskolsky district and I can’t but remember this sacred land which attracts lots of visitors all year round.

The memorial at Atamansky wood reminds us of those tragic days.
